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To: ForeignAffairsLA

From: Aram Hamparian, Executive Director
Date September 7, 2005

Re: Washington Post criticizes Turkey for

silencing discussion on Armenian Genocide

The Washington Post, in today’s policy editorial, sharply condemned the Turkish
Government’s prosecution of noted author Orhan Pamuk for making the following
Statement:

“Thirty-thousand Kurds were killed here,
1 million Armenians as well. And almost no one
talks about it. Therefore, | do.”

Consider this: According to Turkish law (Article 301/1), the mgjority of the U.S.
Congress would be eligible for prosecution simply for taking part in Armenian
Genocide recognition initiatives - as cosponsors, speakers, and co-signatories of
|etters.

Please keep thiseditorial in mind during the consideration of the Armenian Genocide
Resolution. Feel freeto contact the ANCA for moreinformation on thislegislation
at (202) 775-1918 or anca@anca.org.
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The magsmm Post

INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

Free Speech for Turkey

RHAN PAMUK, one of Turkey's most
l:chhudwritﬂ'n,mﬁmuguptnﬂ:rﬁ
years in prison. His offense, according
huth::tnteprmmumr?'ﬁthlkdcmmhng‘

t’uHuE‘m
tain topics were
Turkey — citing the massacre of Armenians
in 1915 and the more recent conilicts be-
tween Turkish security forces and Kurdish
separatists. “Thirty-thousand Kurds were
killed here, 1 million Armenians as well. And
.lhnnﬂnnm.hlhnlhumit.'h:aﬂd,
" As mild as these comments sound to
can ears, they touched off a firestorm
in , where the government line is that
the Armenian deaths were the consequence
of war, not genocide, and public discussion of
the issue is hazardous. uproar over Mr.
Pamuk's remarks, which included death
threats and burnings of his books, culminat-
ed with the filing of the eriminal case under
Article 301/1 of the Turkish Penal Code,
criminal penalties to “a person
insults being a Turk, ﬂuﬂ&

to comment on the charges before
is heard in December.
The prosecution of Mr. Pamuk is, of

course, outrageous; the charges should be
drnnp:dummmpm‘blt The ill-advised
use of this ill-advised provision to punish Mr.
Pamuk contravenes Turkey's commitment to
comply with the free-speech provisions of in-
ternational agreements such as the Europe-
an Convention on Human Rights. It's exactly
the wrong signal for Turkey to be sending as
Enmpedl:hatﬂituldmiminntntheliumpe-
an Union. As Mr. Pamuk’s translator, Mau-
reen Freely, mut:intthriLilhntwnpmer
the Independent, *There is no doubt that it
ﬂnﬁmﬁm%ﬂaﬂmfh—
8 membership ow can it pos-
sibly claim to be a European country if it has
such laws on the books, and if public prose-
e i R
o, may be exactly
what those pushing for a prosecution in-
tended; the timing of the charges, as Europe-
an ministers meet in Wales to discuss Tur-
key's membership, is That makes
it even more important for the national gov-
ernment, though it doesn’t control the prose-
cutor who brought the case, to do what it can
mthhmﬂeanduthtmﬂhit'lhrkwhn

ges
against Mr. Pamuk underscore how far it still
has to go.



